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TAO and Hua Li’s profile

TAO (Trace Architecture Office), one of the most active and influential architectural firms in China’s
contemporary architecture field, was founded by architect HUA Li In 2009, and is based in Beijing. Being
critical at contemporary architecture as an obsession to fashionable forms in media-driven globalized
consumerism, TAO visions architecture as an evolving organism, being an inseparable whole with its
environment, rather than just a formal object. With most projects positioned in particular cultural and
natural settings in China, TAO explore the essence of place; make architecture deeply rooted in its cultural
and environmental context with respect of local condition. The sense of place, response to climate,
efficient use of local resource, site-responsive construction method, such issues are always explored in
every TAO project responding to its specific situation. TAO’s works have been exhibited internationally in
Venice, Berlin, Vienna and New York.

Born in 1972 in China, HUA Li received his B.Arch. from Tsinghua University in 1994. He then studied at
Yale University and received his M. Arch. in 1999. He practiced in New York and Beijing before founding
TAO (Trace Architecture Office) In 2009. HUA Li and TAO'’s key works include: Museum of Handcraft
Paper, XiaoQuan Elementary School, Wuyishan Bamboo Raft Factory, Forest Building, Split Courtyard
House, TiensTiens Café, Lens Office Beijing, Xinzhai Coffee Manor and Huandao Middle School. HUA Li



and TAO has won several important architectural awards including Design Vanguard 2012 and GDGB
China Awards by Architectural Record Magazine, Young Architect Award of 2012 China Architecture
Media Awards, ARCASIA Awards for Architecture and WA Awards, shortlisted in Aga Kahn Award 2013,
nominated in BSI Swiss Architectural Award 2016 & 2018. Hua Li also teaches at Tsinghua University
and CAFA as a visiting professor, and has been a guest critic for studio reviews at HKU, University Arts
Berlin and Tianjin University. He has given lectures in many domestic and overseas universities and

international architectural conferences in both Asia and Europe.
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Major project list

ChangMeng Care Center Dining Hall, Beijing, 2008.

Museum of Handcraft Paper, Xinzhuang Village, Tengchong, Yunnan, 2010.
Rebuilding of XiaoQuan Elementary School, Deyang, Sichuan, 2010.
Riverside Clubhouse, Yancheng, Jiangsu, 2010

Viewing Pavilion on Hill, Weihai, Shandong, 2012.

Huancui Clubhouses, Weihai, Shandong, 2012.

Office in Woods, Weihai, Shandong, 2013.

Wuyishan Bamboo Raft Factory, Wuyishan, Fujian, 2014.

GEM Kindergarten & Art School, Deyang, Sichuan, 2014.

Forest Building, Grand Canal Forest Park, Beijing, 2014.

Vanke Underground City--Sunken Void, Shenzhen, Guangdong, 2014
Dali Kitchen, Dali, Yunnan, 2014

Split Courtyard House, Beijing, 2015.

Rocknave Teahouse, Weihai, Shandong, 2015.

Multimedia Ocean World Centre, Sanya, Hainan, 2015
Column-free Restaurant, Dishuihu, Shanghai, 2015

Yili Race, Yili, Xinjiang, 2015

TiensTiens Cafe, Beijing, 2016.

Huaxi Hotel, Huangshan, Anhui, 2016

Water Town Red Wine Hotel, Chengdu, Sichuan, 2016

Mount Helan Jade Vineyard, Yinchuan, Ningxia, 2016
Changjiang Project Primary School, Taiyuan, Shanxi, 2016

Lens Office, Beijing, 2017.

Ronggiao Private Art Museum, Fuzhou, Fujian, 2017

Seafront Hotel of Rongcheng, Rongcheng, Shandong, 2017
Activity Center for Veteran Cadres, Rongcheng, Shandong, 2017
Qingyijiang Road Primary School, Deyang, Sichuan, 2017

Yinuo Winery, Wuwei, Gansu, 2017

Jiming Island Coffee House, Rongcheng, Shandong, 2017
Shenghe Urban Complex, Weihai, Shandong, 2017

Aranya Meng Jinghui Theatre, Qinhuangdao, Hebei, 2017
Vanke Centre, Chongli, Hebei, 2017

Rammed Earth Museum, Huangshan, Anhui, 2017

Resort Hotel, Bishan Village, Huangshan, Anhui, 2017

Xinzhai Coffee Manor, Yunnan, 2018.



Red Wine & Chinese Medicine Museum, Weihai, Shandong, 2018

Tsingpu Tulou Retreat, Nanjing, Fujian, 2018

Huandao Middle School, Haikou, Hainan, 2018

Swan Lake Bridge House and Viewing Tower, Rongcheng, Shandong, 2018
Xiadi Paddy Field Bookstore of Librairie Avant-Garde, Ningde, Fujian, 2019
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TAO was nominated in 2018BSI| Swiss Architectural Award.

Sanlitun TIENSTIENS wins WA Design Experiment Award of WAACA 2016.

Split Courtyard House wins WA Housing Award of WAACA 2016.

Forest Building is shortlisted for the 2016 China Architecture Media Award.

TAO was nominated in 2016BSI Swiss Architectural Award.

ARCASIA Award, XiaoQuan Elementary School, Honorable Mention,

Beijing Design Week China Architecture Design in 21st Century Young Architect Award
Aga Khan Award shortlisted, Museum of Handcraft Paper Design Vanguard 2012,
Architectural Record, US

Design Vanguard 2012, Architectural Record

CAMA Award, Young Architect Award, Hua Li

WA Award, Museum of Handcraft Paper

Design for Asia (DFA) Award 2012, Hong Kong, Merit Recognition,

XiaoQuan Elementary School

Architectural Record “Good Design is Good Business” China Awards, Best Public project,
Honor Award, XiaoQuan Elementary School, Museum of Handcraft Paper
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CADE2019, Shanghai

The “Urban Renewal” Thematic Exhibition of 2019 Beijing Design Week, Beijing
Changjiang Art Museum Opening Exhibition, Taiyuan

Unknown City—2019 China Contemporary Architecture Installation Art Exhibition,
Shenzhen

EXPOSITION HORS LES MURS: Chine, construire I'héritage, Marseille

“Building A Future Countryside In China” at AEDES Architecture Forum, Berlin
European Heritage Days 2018:

Contemporary Chinese architecture and its relation to heritage, Lyon
Skyline—Chinese Contemporary Architecture Images Exhibition, Cairo

Venice Architecture Biennale 2018, Building a Future Countryside, Venice

Yale School of Architecture, A Retrospective on Ten Years of Practice in Eastern Contexts,

New Haven
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Bi-city Biennale of Urbanism/Architecture, Shenzhen

Shanghai Urban Space Art Season, Shanghai

Aedes, Zai Xing Tu-Mu Museum, Berlin

Venice Architecture Biennale 2016, Across Chinese Cities-China House Vision, Venice
Cooper Hewitt Design Triennial, New York

China Design Exhibition 2016, Wuyishan Bamboo Raft Factory, Shenzhen

Towards a Critical Pragmatism: Contemporary Architecture in China,

Harvard University Graduate School of Design, Cambridge

Shanghai Urban Space Art Season, Shanghai

New York—Beijing—New York: 2015 Chinese Contemporary Architecture Exhibition, New
York

Beijing Design Week 2015, Beijing

Venice Architecture Biennale 2014, ADAPTATION, Venice

West Bank Architecture and Contemporary Art Biennale, Shanghai

Cut'n’Paste, MoMA, New York, TAO’s Streetacre City, New York

Eastern Promises Contemporary Architecture and Spatial Practices in East Asia,

MAK Museum, Vienna

In-Situ/TAO Exhibition, Studio-X Beijing (GSAPP, Columbia University), Beijing

China Design Exhibition 2012, Shenzhen

Architecture China 100 Contemporary Projects Exhibition, Manheim

Chengdu Architectural Biennale Exhibition Holistic Realm: Landscape/Urbanism/
Architecture, TAQO’s practice—Origin and Presence; Streetacre City, East Village, Chengdu

Un_natural, Beijing
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Casa Barragan, Beijing, HUA Li Lecture: On a wall's two sides -Casa Luis Barragan and
Muller House of Adolf Loos

Arata Isozaki: Third Space IKI+SHIMA, Beijing, Forum: The Architectural Movements Since
1960s

Changjiang Art Museum Academic Forum, Taiyuan, HUA Li Lecture: Refunding Horizon
LABIRD 2019 Design Forum, The relationship between old and new architecture

Reading Luis Barragan, Shenzhen, HUA Li Lecture: Introverted garden - The World of
Barragan

On the Scene, Kunming, HUA Li Lecture: Refunding Horizon

The 3rd Shenyang Creative Design Week, Shenyang, HUA Li Lecture: Urban
Regeneration——Rebirth of Place

2019 Cycle de conferences - Architecture en movement, Institut Francais, HUA Li Lecture:
Museum — Place in place

‘Museum—~Place in place’ speech at Embassy of France



2019/04 VIEW 2019 01 | 05 “Ten-year perspective”, Hangzhou

2018/11 BAU Congress China 2018, New China International Exhibition Center

2018/10 Design Hotel Forum

2018/09 European Heritage Days 2018, “Contemporary Chinese Architecture and its Relation to
Heritage” Forum, Paris/Lyon

2018/07 Architectural Journal 2018 Young Scholars Support Program, Beijing, HUA Li Lecture

2018/04 VIEW 2018 01 | 05, Hangzhou

2017/04 TianJin University, HUA Li Lecture

2017/01 NZIA Conference 2017, HUA Li lecture

2016/08 Southeast University, Nanjing, HUA Li Lecture

2016/04 CAFA, Beijing, HUA Li Lecture

2015/11 ETH, Zurich, HUA Li Lecture, “In-Situ”

2015/10 Hong Kong University, HUA Li Lecture

2015/09 The 3rd Local Design Forum, HUA Li Lecture: Building in LAND-scape, Dali

2015/05 Korea University, Seoul, HUA Li Lecture

2014/12 The Contemporary Architecture Forum of China, Kunming, HUA Li Lecture

2014/10 The Wall Street Journal, Rural Architecture Innovation Salon, Beijing,
HUA Li Lecture: Gravity and weightlessness in the rural

2014/07 College of Architecture and Urban Planning, Tongji University, HUA Li Lecture:
Practice of Material and Regionality

2014/04 Tsinghua University, HUA Li Lecture: Place Construct

2014/02 Artists in Concrete Awards Conference, Pune, India, HUA Li Lecture

2013/12 Taiwan ADA East Asia Young Architects Symposium, Taizhong

2013/12 The Central Academy of Fine Arts, HUA Li lecture: Origin and Gravity

2013/10 *“Architecture in China Today” Conference, Triennale, Milano, Italy, HUA Li Lecture

2013/10 Expectations of Villages Forum, HUA Li Lecture: Practices in Villages

2013/09 School of Architecture and Urban Planning, Nanjing University, Dialogue, HUA Li Lecture

2013/09 Spirit of Place Conference, Cairns, Australia, HUA Li Lecture: Origin and Gravity

2013/05 School of Architecture, Tsinghua University, HUA Li Lecture

2013/05 China Architecture Design & Research Group, Beijing, HUA Li Lecture

2013/05 ASA Forum, Bangkok, Thailand, HUA Li Lecture

2013/04 Studio X Beijing, HUA Li Lecture

2012/11 School of Architecture, University Kaiserslautern, HUA Li Lecture

2012/11 School of Architecture, University Stuttgart, HUA Li Lecture:
Architecture In-situ On Beginning

2012/07 Datum International Architectural Design Conference, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,
HUA Li Lecture: Architecture In-situ

2012/05 Shuanglang Public Forum——Pain in the Transformation of a BaiZu Village, Dali

2012/04 Homecoming Symposium, Faculty of Architecture, HKU, Hua Li Lecture: TAO’s Rural
Practice

2011/10 Domus talk series, Lecture: Architecture-Rebuilding of Memory, Beijing

2009/11 Architecture Odyssey, HUA Li Lecture at School of Architecture, CAFA
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Origin and Gravity

Architectural Journal Lightness in Architecture

T+A Forest Building

T+A Constructing on Fundamentals, Wuyishan Bamboo Raft Factory
Architectural Journal Micro-city, XiaoQuan Elementary School
Architectural Journal Trace of Construction, Museum of Handcraft Paper
T+A Museum of Handcraft Paper, Yunnan

T+A Changmeng Care Center Dining Hall, Beijing
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e 2019/05 Arquitectura Viva, Xinzhai Coffee Manor

e 2019/01 T+A, Xinzhai Coffee Manor

e 2018/10 Architectural Journal, Xinzhai Coffee Manor

e 2018/01 Arquitectura Viva, Wuyishan Bamboo Raft Factory

e 2017/12 Taiwan Architecture, Forest Building

e 2017/12 Tasarim Magazine, Wuyishan Bamboo Raft Factory

e 2017/12 Detail, Rocknave Teahouse

e 2017/03 Casabella, Forest Building

e 2017/01 Arquitectura Viva, Forest Building

e 2016/12 Architecture Technique, Split Courtyard House

e 2016/09 FAZ China



2016/07
2016/07
2016/03
2016/03
2016/01
2015/11
2015/11
2015/08
2015/05
2015/04
2015/04
2015/04
2015/03
2015/02
2015/01
2014/12
2014/10
2014/09
2014/04
2014/04
2014/04
2014/02
2014/02
2014/01
2014/01
2013/12
2013/12

2013/11
2013/11
2013/10

2013/10

2013/10
2013/08
2013/07
2013/06
2013/05
2013/04
2013/03
2012/12
2012/12
2012/10

The Plan
d+a Made in China
World Architecture, Rocknave Tea House
A+U, Architecture in China
Architectural Journal, Forest Building
INFZM, Courtyard House
Architectural Journal, Split Courtyard House
Time+Architectre, Split Courtyard House
Architects, HUA Li’s Interview by Liu Dongyang
T+A, Forest Building
Architectural Journal, Wuyishan Bamboo Raft Factory
AREA, Split Courtyard House
UED, Wuyishan Bamboo Raft Factory
WA, Wuyishan Bamboo Raft Factory
C3, Museum of Handcraft Paper
AREA, Wuyishan Bamboo Raft Factory
Interior Designer, Wuyishan Bamboo Raft Factory
T+A, Wuyishan Bamboo Raft Factory
WA, Tsinghua Architecture Alumni (1978-) XiaoQuan Elementary School
NEMOHA, HUA Li/ Trace Architecture Office
C3, Riverside Clubhouse
Lotus, XiaoQuan Elementary School
Architectural Journal, Office in woods
Architecture Technique, ChangMeng Care Center, Viewing Pavilion on hill
art4d, The interview with HUA Li
URBAN FLUX, Trace Architecture Office
Mark TAO in Beijing: HUA Li of TAO uses local construction techniques to build in remote
places
WA Issue of 2013 Aga Khan Award, Museum of Handcraft Paper
PASAJES DE ARQUITECTURA, Riverside Clubhouse
Tracing the Roots, Museum of Handicraft Paper,
Homecoming: Contextualizing, Materializing and Practicing the Rural in China.
Reflecta, The West Bank Architecture and Contemporary Art Biennale
Viewing Pavilion on Hill, XiaoQuan Elementary School, Museum of Handcraft Paper
Architectural Worlds, Now and Here The Path of Hua Li
B-1, Museum of Handcraft Paper
The Bund HUA Li : A down to earth architect.
Eastern Promises: Contemporary Architecture and Spatial Practices in East Asia
Toward Civil Architecture 2011-2012
My School, My City, C3 343, Korea
Architectural Journal, Viewing Pavilion on Hill
Architectural Record, Design Vanguard 2012
Green Architecture Now vol.2, (Taschen), Philip Jodidio Museum of Handcraft Paper

Concrete Architecture & Design (Braun) Manuela Roth, XiaoQuan Elementary School



2012/07 Architectural Record 2012, Good Design is Good Business China Awards
2012/05 Surface, Talent-Architecture

2012/04 Architectural Review, Museum of Handcraft Paper

2012/04 XXI, XiaoQuan Elementary School

2012/01 Architectural Journal, Riverside Clubhouse

2011/11 T+A Rupture and Continuum, XiaoQuan Elementary School Reconstruction
2011/11 UED, Special issue report of TAO, Origin and Presence

2011/10 Abitare, Mini City

2011/09 Space, Museum of Handcraft Paper

2011/07 Architectural Journal, Micro-city, XiaoQuan Elementary School

2011/07 Urban China, The Aboriginal Architecture

2011/06 Casabella, China Tale, Gaoligong Museum

2011/06 Architectural Journal, Trace of Construction, Museum of Handcraft Paper
2011/05 domus, Rebuilding of XiaoQuan Elementary School

2011/01 AV MONOGRAFIAS 150, MADE IN CHINA

2011/01 T+A, Museum of Handcraft Paper, Yunnan

2010/11 Wallpaper, Top 20 Reasons to be in China

2010/07 A+U, Li Hua/TAO Architect’s Office-- Refurbishment of a Warehouse
2009/12 MD, Exemplary Metamorphosis

2009/03 AREA, Perception of Li Hua’s “Universal Architecture”

2008/12 Architects -- Made In China

2008/12 T+A, Changmeng Care Center Dining Hall, Beijing

2007/07 WA, design works and interview with Li Hua

2006/11 domus and 78 Chinese Architects/ Designers



